
THE VOICE - via email: We are hoping to get more families to sign up to receive the newsleƩ er via email. Not only do you receive it before those who get it in the mail, you get it 
in color and you are also saving the church money.  Every penny saved helps. Please send your email to secretary@stlukesfarmingdale.org, call the church offi  ce or drop a note in 
the off ering plate. DEADLINE FOR NEXT VOICE: The Voice is printed approximately every two months. The next issue will go out in July. If you have something to contribute please 
send your arƟ cle and pictures, via email, to cheryllparisi@gmail.com or get in touch with Carol Manganaro at camsev@aol.com.. 

Want to keep your thoughƞ ul giving, reduce paper and eliminate some check wriƟ ng each week or month? Using the VENMO App is an easy wa to 
forward your weekely/monthly giving donaƟ ons directly from your designated checking account electronically to our church account. Just go into 
theApp store onyour cell phone, download VENMO, search and accept St. lukes as your recipient (you will note our church steeple in the bubble). 

 This year we celebrate Jesus’ Ascension into heaven on May 14th. That’s the usual day for the Feast of St. 
MaƩ hias. While it is rare for most to aƩ end the Ascension Day liturgy, it’s even rarer for anyone to go to a service 
for St. MaƩ hias. InteresƟ ngly, Acts 1 describes the Ascension and then conƟ nues with the story of St. MaƩ hias:

 The apostles gathered in prayer and recognized the need to restore their number to twelve following the 
betrayal and death of Judas Iscariot. Guided by Scripture and seeking God’s direcƟ on, Peter led the community 
in choosing a replacement from among those who had accompanied Jesus throughout His ministry. Two men 
were proposed, Joseph called Barsabbas and MaƩ hias. AŌ er praying for God’s guidance, the apostles cast lots, 
and MaƩ hias was chosen to join the eleven apostles.

 I have to admit, this story surprises me a liƩ le. I believe it completely, and I know it is true, yet it is sƟ ll re-
markable to think that such an important decision was made by casƟ ng lots. Most of us may have used an “eeny, 
meeny, miny, moe” approach for small choices now and then, but certainly not for something so signifi cant. 

OŌ en in life, events seem accidental or purely coincidental, yet they may truly be part of God’s quiet plan. Refl ecƟ ng on the past and looking 
toward the future, we are reminded that God’s hand is at work even when His guidance is not immediately obvious.
        Pr Ed BarneƩ 
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Everly Librizzi, Casey Ellingham
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Is God Needed Now in the World and the Community We Live In??
• Reach In – To our loved ones and members you’ve not seen in some 
Ɵ me with a caring note, email, or phone call.
• Reach Out – Take a brochure (with our info), prayer books, and ma-
terials which are located on the table in the PAC.
And give the LOVE you feel for St. Luke’s and Jesus away to someone 
you might think needs Jesus. (As we all do.)

UNITY
“Protect them… so they may be as one as we are one” (John 17:11)
Jesus asked the Father to let unity be a defi ning mark of the Church.
Unity doesn’t mean uniformity; we all bring our respecƟ ve personali-
Ɵ es to the mix.
So reach in and reach out, so we can sƟ ll demonstrate LOVE / JESUS’ 
LOVE to the world around us — so surely needed!

The Community of Believers
Community. What images does that word bring to mind? In John 17, 
Jesus prayed that the community of believers would be known for 
unity, joy, growth in truth, and urgency of mission.

JOY
“May [they] have the full measure of my joy within them” (v.13)
One of the greatest benefi ts of community is the encouragement it 
brings. When the pressures of life arise, we’re prone to forget our 
idenƟ ty and lose our way. Believing friends are there to remind us 
that our joy can only be saƟ sfi ed by our Creator.

GROWTH IN TRUTH
“Protect them from the evil one” (v.15)
Our community of believers has the unique ability to confront and 
correct us when we stray from the truth. It’s the role of our commu-
nity to help us again fi x our eyes on the gospel.

URGENCY OF MISSION
“I have sent them into the world” (v.18)
Believers in Jesus were never intended to isolate themselves from the 
outside world. Christ calls us to live in community (MaƩ hew 28:18–
20). Our primary relaƟ onships with believers give weight and urgency 
to our other relaƟ onships (unbelieving friends).
We gather together to pray with and for one another. Then we go 
outside the church to serve, love, and invite others into a relaƟ onship 
with Christ.
                    
Danny Franks is the ConnecƟ ons Pastor at Summit Church, Raleigh–
Durham, North Carolina.

EVANGELISM
Pray First

March Topic: Evangelism

 Jack was a rough-spoken plumber who worked on our church 
building project several years ago. AŌ er he learned I was praying for him, 
he someƟ mes asked me to pray for his friends. I prayed daily for seven 
years for God to draw Jack near and save him.

 One Saturday during my morning devoƟ onal Ɵ me, I was con-
victed about a need for more people to come to Christ at our church, and 
I prayed a simple prayer: “Please, God, just give us one!” That aŌ ernoon 
my cell phone rang. It was Jack. “I’ve just been diagnosed with pancreaƟ c 
cancer, and I’m not ready.” We agreed to meet, and he consented to have 
others pray for him. At our church’s prayer meeƟ ng that Sunday evening, 
we prayed for Jack’s healing and salvaƟ on. The following week, Jack re-
ceived Jesus as his Savior and was bapƟ zed the following Sunday.

 Prayer emphasizes God’s ability to make things happen. When 
we humbly admit we can’t force others to come to Him, we open the door 
for God to accomplish what we could never do. When we pray for His Spir-
it to draw others near, we invite His power.

 Because of God’s kindness to us through Jesus, we can “approach 
God’s throne of grace with confi dence” (Hebrews 4:16) as we cry out with 
compassion for those lost in darkness and facing eternity apart from Him. 
And as we love others with our prayers, we can be assured that our Savior 
“is also interceding for us” (Romans 8:34).

 Adapted from Pray First: The Power of Prayer in Sharing the Gos-
pel by James Banks. © Our Daily Bread Ministries



FROM YOUR TREASURER
 As your Treasurer, I want to share a brief update 
on the fi nancial stewardship of our church home. Over 
the past year, we’ve seen a noƟ ceable increase in the 
costs of maintaining our church building, the PAC, our 
Church School, and the rest of the campus grounds. UƟ li-
Ɵ es, insurance, rouƟ ne maintenance, and the occasional 
“surprise” repair have all risen along with broader eco-
nomic pressures. While it someƟ mes feels like even the 
light bulbs are asking for a raise, these spaces remain 
central to our mission—places where we worship, learn, 
gather, and serve together.
 I extend my sincere thanks to each of you for your 
conƟ nued generosity and faithful giving. Your support en-
ables us to meet these challenges while keeping our min-
istries strong and vibrant. As Scripture reminds us, “Each 
of you should give what you have decided in your heart 
to give… for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 
9:7). And thankfully, cheerful giving pairs well with a good 
sense of humor! Together, through prayerful stewardship 
and shared commitment, we ensure that our church re-
mains a strong and welcoming presence for generaƟ ons 
to come.

St Luke’s is conƟ nuing a 20 year tradiƟ on by collecƟ ng 
items for LSS Pantry located in the New Life Center.
For the month of May the following items may be do-
nated:
FOR THE BABIES: baby food, cereal ,formula, diapers, 
baby wipes, baby shampoo, ointment, pacifi ers, wash 
cloths, infant towels, receiving blankets, onesies (up 
to size 24 months), sweaters, jackets and ouƞ its.
FOR THE MOTHERS: soap, shampoo, condiƟ oner, de-
odorant, hand saniƟ zer, female sanitary products, Ɵ s-
sues, toothpaste, toothbrushes and body loƟ on.
Thank you for caring and sharing.

MOTHERS and BABIES

To ROSE CELENTANO - who has been announced as a 
2026 Farmingdale Wall of Fame Honoree

To PETER WASS - who was honored for his 50 years of 
service with the Farmingdale Fire Department.



SpringƟ me at St. Luke’s

 Spring is a busy season at St. Luke’s 
ECEC! StarƟ ng with St. Patrick’s Day 
celebraƟ ons in March, then Easter 
celebraƟ ons in April, a Mad Science 
learning/fun presentaƟ on later in 
April and fi nally a World Cup celebra-
Ɵ on and cultural learning experience 
on Friday’s in advance of the World 
Cup being held here in the New York-
New Jersey metropolitan area this 
Summer.

 All of these events have something in 
common. Children are learning while having fun! Whether its 
learning about diff erent cultures such as the Irish for St. Pat-
rick’s Day, or visiƟ ng the Church for a presentaƟ on on how Jesus 
rose on Easter, or how air can power things during Mad Science, 
or lastly, how certain cultures respect and enjoy the game of 
Soccer through our partnership with the Soccer Shots organi-
zaƟ on. Children will learn and retain informaƟ on quicker and 
more thoroughly by parƟ cipaƟ ng in acƟ viƟ es around a theme 
or subject.

SAVE THE DATE

 We have less than FIVE MONTHS unƟ l the 55th Anniversary 
CelebraƟ on of the Fall FesƟ val  Oktoberfest on Saturday, October 3rd 
from 10:00 - 4:00 pm. Be sure to mark your calendars and come for a 
day of fesƟ viƟ es and fantasƟ c food.
 CraŌ ers conƟ nue to be needed for this event We meet every 
Tuesday evening, in the PAC from 7:00 - 8:30 pm. “Many hands make 
light work.”





  The work of the Cross is twofold. Evil is un-
masked and God’s mercy is manifested.
 Evil is unmasked...The unmasking was a bloody 
piece of work; but it was eff ecƟ ve. There stands sin in 
its naked ugliness. We cannot be deceived any more; 
we must look the truth in the face. Nor can we excuse 
ourselves. We cannot point the fi nger at others and 
say, See what they have done. We ourselves come un-
der judgement.
 The story of the Passion concerns us person-
ally. We discover there the seriousness of sin. The fi rst 
eff ect of Calvary, for a serioius and thinking man, must 
be to bring him to hate evil, so that for him sin now 
loses its charm. He is compelled to abhor that which 
once he tolerated... Man himself is caught in this judge-
ment. Christ on the cross judges him - but he does not 
condemn him. On the contrary, by his paƟ ent endur-
ing of the consequences of evil he has established a 
new victorius solidarity among men. He himself is the 
power which is communicated to every man who will 
become partaker of him. We share in the guilt, we may 
also share in the reconciliaƟ on and the aboliƟ on of the 
guilt by the Cross...
 But we cannot stop with the external story of 
Calvary, with the shocking and brutal tale of the suff er-
ings of Christ. We must go on to ask, Who was it who 
carried the work through? Who was it who thus un-
masked the terrible and complex reality of sin? There 
is only one answer: It was God himself... Only God 
could do that work, and it has been done... Calvary and 
the Cross conceals within itself, or rather unveils, in 
its divine brutality, nothing less than God’s own love... 
behind the horror of the Cross is God’s own love, a 
love that is superhuman, a love which, to gain its end, 
did not refuse the humanly impossible but necessary 
means. It is infi nite and incredible, as the self-sacrifi ce 
of the Savior.
 The Cross manifests God’s mercy ... God loves 
us in spite of all. His love is a stronger power than the 
power of sin and evil, stronger than the united forces 
of worldly cunning, stronger than our own doubƟ ng 
hearts, which so readily are crushed down by con-
sciousness of guilt into liƩ le-faith and despair.
 “If our heart condemns us, God is greater than 
our heart.”
 Nathan Soderblom (1866-1931), an outstand-
ing leader in the modern ecumenical movement, be-
came Archbishop of Uppsala in 1914 and received the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1930. This excerpt is taken from 
one chapter of his book KrisƟ  pinas historia (Christ’s 
Passion History, Stockholm, 1928), which was translat-
ed by A.G. Hebert under the Ɵ tle The Mystery of the 
Cross (Morehouse, 1933).

The Mystery of the Cross Honoring Walter Brem!!
 On Sundy, April 12th the congregaƟ on honored 
Walter Brem’s 50 years of outstanding service as an ush-
er. The morning celebraƟ on began with Pastor BarneƩ     
presenƟ ng him with a commendaƟ on and blessing in 
the Church for his service The fesƟ viƟ es conƟ nued in 
the PAC with speeches from Peter Crusco, Church Coun-
cil President, Irene Bossert, Senior Ministry Director and 
Gary Boulanger, Chief, Usher Ministry. Members of the 
Church Council as well as a squad of his fellow ushers 
were also in aƩ endance to personally congratulate Wal-
ter. We thank all the ushers who give their Ɵ me and tal-
ents to St Luke’s. If you are interested in becoming part 
of this ministry, please contact the Church offi  ce. 





FIRST HOLY COMUNION and SUNDAY SCHOOL
 On Sunday, April 26th at 11:30 am, our church celebrated First Holy Communion with eight fourth graders. It was a beauƟ ful and 
eaningful service, made even more special by the First Holy Communion banners displayed throughout the church, which created a warm and 
fesƟ ve atmosphere.
 The children were surrounded by their families and friends as they received this iportant sacraent, and it was truly a memorable day 
for everyone who aƩ ended.

 
 Our Sunday School year is coming to a joyful close as we look ahead to 
our End of Year CelebraƟ on on May 31st. It has been a wonderful year, marked by 
both returning families and many new students, helping to build a growing and 
vibrant community of faith and friendship. 
 Throughout the year, the children took part in a variety of meaning-
ful and fun acƟ viƟ es, including pumpkin carving, the Christmas pageant, Pretzel 
Sunday, and the Easter egg hunt. Alongside these special events, they also en-
joyed craŌ s, lessons, and many opportuniƟ es for learning and faith formaƟ on.
 Most importantly, this year has been fi lled with friendship, fun and spir-
itual growth for all.

LeŌ  to right: CharloƩ e Schubeck, Kali Cabrera, Anna Hickey, Maxon Jones, Grant Morrisey, ChrisƟ an Buckman, Bradley Ahearne, 
Brendan Ahearne


